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New Family Musical, Uncle Jed’s Barbershop, Coming to Denver 

Landmark Theater This Fall  

Home-grown family musical, Uncle Jed’s Barbershop, Returns to Denver for an Extended 

Run at the Landmark Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Theater, Sept. 26 – Oct. 18, 2015 

Denver (August 20, 2015) – Colorado-based DreaMaker Productions proudly announces that new 

family musical, Uncle Jed's Barbershop, will play at the landmark Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 

Theater, September. 26 - October 18, 2015, featuring actress and Denver First Lady, Mary Louise 

Lee.   

Set in Monroe County, Arkansas, Uncle Jed’s Barbershop tells the story of Sarah Jean Carter and her 

Uncle Jed, the only black barber in the county, who has a dream of one day opening his own place of 

business. Despite a number of setbacks, Uncle Jed's faith and determination are unwavering as he 

continues to work in pursuit of his dream. Set to a soaring and soulful score, inspired by the 

atmosphere, language and music of the late 1920’s through the early 1960’s, Uncle Jed’s Barbershop 

is a celebration of hope, love, work, faith, and the power of dreams that never grow old. 

Uncle Jed’s Barbershop is an independently produced, home-grown musical created by co-creators 

David Wohl, Kenneth Grimes and Susan Einhorn. A project fourteen years in the making, the 

musical returns to Denver following a 2011 concert reading at the Aurora Fox Theater. The show 

has also played at the 2005 New York Musical Theater Festival and is a recipient of the National 

Music Theater Network’s Director’s Choice Award.   

The musical is based upon the Coretta Scott King Award-winning book by Margaree King Mitchell 

and illustrated by James Ransome, featured in Reading Rainbow. “I absolutely loved it!” Margaree 

King Mitchell says about the musical “Seeing the characters I created come to life is simply amazing. 

The songs draw you into the story from the very beginning. I laughed! I cried! If you loved the book, 

you must see the show! You will love the show even if you haven’t read the book!” 

Uncle Jed’s Barbershop features music and lyrics by David Wohl, book and lyrics by Kenneth 

Grimes, choreography by Cleo Parker Robinson, musical direction by Michael A. Williams and is 

directed by New-York based, off-Broadway director, Susan Einhorn.  

The cast features Mary Louise Lee, singer/actor extraordinaire and First Lady of Denver, Ken 

Prymus (Broadway: Cats, Ain't Misbehavin', The Wiz), Nora Cole (Broadway: Jelly’s Last Jam, On The 

Town), and Terry Burrell (Broadway: original 'Dream Girl') among its principle, A s.   

As an exemplar in the spirit of IMAGINE 2020, Denver’s Cultural Plan, and an affiliation of the First 

Lady’s Bringing Back the Arts Foundation, expanding accessibility to Denver cultural institutions 

and programs, select performances will be offered for students at the reduced ticket price of $10.   
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Opening Night: 

Saturday, September 26, 2015 at 7:30pm 

Performance Schedule:  

Wednesdays and Thursdays – 10:30am (student performance) 

Fridays – 7:30pm 

Saturdays – 2pm and 7:30pm 

Sundays – 3pm  

Tickets: 

Tickets for Uncle Jed’s Barbershop may be purchased online at cleoparkerdance.org or via phone at 

(303) 295-1759 

Ticket prices range from $10 - $65 depending on performance.  

Location: 

The Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Theater, 

119 Park Ave W, Denver, CO 80205.   

(303) 295-1759 

For more information on Uncle Jed’s Barbershop and purchasing tickets please visit the Cleo Parker 

Robinson website.   

*** 

High res images available upon request 

Image caption: Uncle Jed’s Barbershop is based upon the Coretta Scott King Award-winning book by 

Margaree King Mitchell and illustrated by James Ransome 

*** 

About DreaMaker Productions LLC 

DreaMaker Productions LLC is a business that serves as a non-profit, providing opportunity for 

families through the arts. DreaMaker partners with institutions as schools, other non-profits, and 

intervention programs for high risk youth, performing arts groups and other entities that offer 

programs and projects for families, especially utilizing the arts as a medium for transformation. For 

more information please visit the DreaMaker website, dreamakerproductionsllc.com.  

 

About Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 

Cleo Parker Robinson Dance (CPRD) is a multifaceted arts institution springing from its grassroots 

Model Cities initiative origins in 1970.  In 1The t974, CPRD became a 501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit 

organization continuing to build upon its dance school and ensemble.  In four decades, CPRD has 

developed into an internationally esteemed organization that operates beyond the traditional 

performing arts model. For more information please visit cleoparkerdance.org. 

http://www.cleoparkerdance.org/#!performances/yxq39
http://www.cleoparkerdance.org/#!performances/yxq39
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About Bringing Back the Arts 

Art programs have systemically been among the first education cuts throughout our schools for too 

long.  That is why the First Lady will be working to bring back the arts in Denver Public Schools by 

dispatching local volunteer artists to schools, raising monies to hire more performing and visual art 

teachers and hosting special youth events. If you are interested in helping our City’s youth 

experience the endless benefits of being involved in the arts – and encouraging future superstars 

please visit facebook.com/bringingbackthearts.   

 

http://www.facebook.com/bringingbackthearts

